
Bakeries and Bakers 
of Early Fairbanks

By Amy Stratman



When I was a child, I wanted to be 
a baker. So it was natural for me to 
get a job at several bakeries in my 
youth. I wanted to be around the 
beautiful cakes and breads, to 
smell them, and to sell them to 
happy people for happy occasions. 

Most of the bakeries I worked for 
were “old fashioned” bakeries. The 
recipes were old and passed down 
several generations, the decor was 
old, the bakers were old. One even 
had a cash register from the 
1900’s. I did appreciate it at the 
time, and my simple math skills 
became phenomenal. 



Amy, age 19



I found a photo in my album with something interesting to me in the 
background. It was an ad for Town Talk bread (what a great way to date a 
photo also!). So as I was looking up the bread ad, I had the idea to research 
the bakeries of Fairbanks.



I didn’t grow up in 
Fairbanks or work in 
any Fairbanks bakeries, 
but this presentation 
will be about the 
bakeries and bakers of 
early Fairbanks. 



We start off with the earliest bakeries mentioned in the newspapers

THe first mentions of bakeries in Fairbanks were in the newspapers, such as news 
articles, obituaries, and ads. Other sources were the Alaska-Yukon gazetteer and 

business directory, the UAF Archives, Alaska’s digital Archies, 
and Fairbanks history books.

 
I also looked on facebook and read what the old-timers were saying.

Sometimes, Bakeries were combined with cafes or saloons. 
This presentation focuses on stand alone bakeries.

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=27587
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=27587


1906 City Bakery Miss Nevail and M A Jessen corner of 4th and Cushman, former 
owner unknown as of this presentation. 

1906 German Bakery is mentioned in the newspaper

1906 French Bakery is mentioned in the newspaper



1906-1908? Empire Bakery on Front St, Fairbanks, was owned by JG Jensen. 
He was on the Fairbanks City Council.

Ernest Jensen came to Alaska from Seattle at the age of 15 and worked at his 
older brother's bakery.

The Jensen/Jenson family opened a store with the Lavery family in 1906. It 
burned down, and they opened again. There were multiple fires over the years 
at the Jensen/Lavery stores. The Lavery’s owned many businesses over the 
years and we could easily discuss their Fairbanks history another day. 



1908  Vienna Bakery, Davis & Sands, George Hillar, Bernard Friss, then Henry 
Rappolt? Vienna Bakery seemed to have been owned or operated by several people.

It is unclear at this time if the several mentions of Vienna Bakery were the same 
bakery, or different bakeries of the same name. Different locations downtown have 
been mentioned.



It is unclear if this Vienna Bakery is in 
Fairbanks or Dyea. 
Picture found on Alaska Digital 
Archives website.



The old Piggly Wiggly on Second Ave used to be a Vienna Bakery



The old Piggly Wiggly on Second Ave used to be a Vienna Bakery



And out of town but near Fairbanks ---

1908 Central Cafe and Bakery, Frank Grandstrom, Dome City

1908 Cliff House Restaurant and Bakery Tom Patterson, Fox City

1906-1912? Grill and Bakery, Cleary, Mrs Thompson, Mrs Mackie



1909 Augustus Vital was a baker in Chena. He was 66 years old. As of this 
presentation, no more information can be found.

1911 Fox City Bakery

1912 Ester Bakery

1912 Fairbanks Bakery *this could be Rappolt’s

1913 Little Bakery, Fairbanks



Street scene 1913
A closer inspection of this photo shows a bakery! 
I have to figure out which one!



Daniel Driscoll and wife Mary were from 
Illinois and Oregon, and were of Irish 
heritage. 

Carl Prise aka Karl Preiss and wife Nellie, 
of Bavaria. 

They established the Tanana Bakery in 
Fairbanks, 1906-1917.  The location was 
“3 doors east of Cushman”. Or “Between 
Cushman and Lacey”

According to this article, Fairbanks 
needed a bakery. However, there were 
already several that were established. 





Mr Driscoll became the 
mayor of Fairbanks
1912-1913



Miss Anna Theo Johnson 
worked at the Bakery, got 
married, and her employers 
attended the wedding, 



Karl’s naturalization papers.

The Preiss’ also operated a hotel and leased out the 
bakery for a few years. 



1930 The Preiss’  took over the 
bakery again, but not for long.



Christian Karl Preiss is buried 
in the Clay St Cemetery, with 
wife Nellie nearby. He is in the 
IOOF section. 



Emil Clausen listed as Baker and Owner of Tanana Bakery 1915-1926
He left Alaska for California.

WW1 draft registration                                                     Passport photo



George Hillar listed as owner of the Tanana Bakery in 
Fairbanks from 1926-1931. He died in 1931 and is buried                      
.                                                                  in Clay St Cemetery. 



        Fairbanks Daily Times Sat, Jun 7, 1913

1911

1930

Other mentions for Tanana Bakery





Home Bakery, in Fox, then 2nd Ave, Fairbanks, 

William & Adalina Hugel, owners abt 1912-1914

William was a miner and had many other occupations. 
Owning the bakery was only a small portion of his life. The 
Hugel’s lived all over Alaska.

The Hugel’s are buried in 
Anchorage, Alaska



Home Bakery’s  new owners

Roy C and Richard H Meinhart (brothers), abt 1914-1918



Dec 26, 1914
Roy married Minnie Morency

Roy was a veteran in the Spanish American 
War and served in the Philippines in the 
Philippine-American War (1900)

Roy is buried in the Clay St Cemetery



After her husband Roy died in 1923, Minnie remarried. She died in Fairbanks in 1974 at the 
Pioneer Home.



Sept 1918, Richard Meinhart’s 
draft registration

Sold Home Bakery

As of this presentation, I could not 
locate Richard’s death date or 
location. It may be Washington State.

And Roy’s brother Richard ,,,



Rappolt’s Butternut Bakery 1911-1915, the shop was at 180 Second Ave

Home address 251 Seventh Ave. It appears that he also baked out of his home 
at some point.
Bernard Friss (baker) was his neighbor. 

Heinrich “Harry” or 
“Henry”  Rappolt, 
with wife Martha as 
baker. They were 
from Germany.



Alaska Citizen Mon, Apr 22, 1912



Rappolt’s ButterNut Bakery!



And here is the photo zoomed in!
Look at that fancy new sign!

Is that the Rappolt Family in the 
photo?

Photo from Alaska’s Digital 
Archives. They guessed the date 
1905-1917, but my guess is 
1912-1913.



This coin from the ButterNut Bakery was found on eBay in recent years, and sold for $2100.00



1913, Mrs Cook 
buys the old 
location, but the 
addess listed is his 
home

As of this presentation, no information was found about Mrs Cook’s bakery

Fairbanks Daily Times. Dec 2, 1915



After his wife died in 1915, Mr Rappolt sold 
the bakery and moved to Nenana, and 
started another bakery. 
This photo is from 1917

Zoomed in, we see the bakery!!!



Henry and Martha Rappolt are both buried in the Clay St Cemetery.
Martha’s son (who took the Rappolt last name) is also buried there.



Bernard Friss came up the Chilkoot Trail and 
started a bakery in Nome. He moved to Fairbanks 
where he and his wife, Marie Fitzgerald, opened 
another bakery.  Marie came to Fairbanks via the 
Valdez Trail. They had married years prior.

Vienna Bakery, or The Old Vienna Bakery,
Second Ave (burned down), next to the Co-op. 
The family lived above the bakery until the fire.

Friss Bakery (also known as Friss Bakery and 
Coffee House) 505 First Ave, then 136 First Ave, 
also Friss Hotel.



Bernard Friss in front of his new
Bakery and hotel on 1st Ave

1906

Decades later, it would become 
The Peerless Cafe. 

The building is no longer there, 
and the Lathrop Building 
Is in its place (next to the Ice 
Museum).



The couple had one child, Katherine Harriet Friss, who was
 born on Sept 15, 1905 and the first white child born in Fairbanks. 

Years later, Katherine and her husband operated 
the bakery on Second Ave.



Home Bakery placed ads and 
commentary about the good quality 
of their ingredients. It appears that Mr 
Friss took it personally and retorted. 
Home Bakery ads like this went on for 
a year!



Bernard Friss in front of the 
bakery in 1921

Source credit: Olson Family on 
ancestry.com
Photo colorized



Died while traveling for the Outside, before the ship docked 
in Ketchikan, his first trip in 40 years. 

He was returned to Fairbanks for burial in
the Clay St Cemetery. 

Full article to the left is posted to the FGS website. 



Bernard Friss grave in Clay St Cemetery before the 1967 flood. 
The headstone washed away in the 1967 flood according to the caption.

Family photo found on ancestry.com. Photo is cut off.



Curt W Wagner, was born in Germany abt 1889 
and came to the USA in 1906.  

In 1931, the Wagner family took over the Preiss Bakery

...and renamed it North Pole Bakery. Years later, his son 
Robert takes over. 



From the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Dec. 1, 1931

Mr. Wagner has leased the building and equipment 
for 3 years and says, "The spotless cleanliness which 
prevailed with Mr. and Mrs. Preiss will continue under 
our management. The bakery will handle all kinds of 
baked goods and will specialize in fancy cakes.





The North Pole Bakery has a long story and will be continued another time…..



Wrapping the presentation up, we see that there were several bakeries over the years, 
mostly located downtown Fairbanks on Second Ave. 

The owners changed hands, employees came and went, and there were an interesting 
amount of fires.

A presentation on fires could be made on its own there were so many of them 
downtown! And, most happened in the dead of winter.

Ads in the newspapers indicated there may have been healthy competition between the 
bakeries, but also suggest good friendships. 

Most bakeries were family affairs with the wives and children working. 

Fairbanks loves bread, cakes, and doughnuts.



I hope you enjoyed the 
Bakeries and Bakers of 

early Fairbanks, Alaska. 
See you in the fall of 

2020 for part 2. 
~Amy Stratman


