Diggin' Deep M ay 2025

T&PPOO-E oLt

NOTICE OF MEETING
CHANGE OF LOCATION & DATE
NO ZOOM THISMONTH
TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2025
6 PM

MEET AT MAIN GATE CLAY STREET CEMETERY
“Good Guys & Bad GuysAmongst the Headstones’, awalk through

Clay St Cemetery. Please join usfor afun walk and talk about our
historic cemetery. Our Annual meeting will follow by the CSC shed.
Thisevent isfree and all are welcome. Some of thewalk isalong the

pathway with benchesfor resting

The FGSislooking for a Secretary. Our Secretary takesthe minutes
at our meetings and serveson the board. If you areinterested, please
attend the May meeting to be nominated.

“Sinking of the Princess Sofia” exhibit will
finally be available for viewing by Monday,
May 19, 2025, at the Morris Thompson Visitor
and Cultural Center, 101 Dunkel Street,
Fairbanks, Alaska



REMINDER: FGS MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR THE 2025-2026 YEAR ARE

DUE STARTING JUNE 1, 2025.

SINGLE $25
FAMILY $30
CORPORATE - $25

Mail checks (FGS or Fairbanks Genealogical Society) to P.O. Box 60534,
Fairbanks, AK 99706 or use PayPal at the Fairbanks Genealogical Society’s

website

www.fairbanksgenealogicalsociety.com/membership/

THE TAPROOT IS NOT SENT OUT IF DUES HAVE NOT BEEN PAID BY

JANUARY OF EACH YEAR.

AGENDA 27 May 2025 FGS

This meeting is a talk/tour, so we will
hold the official meeting at the end.

Officer's reports:

President Amy Stratman:

Vice President Janet Richardson:
Secretary: volunteer needed.
Treasurer Aldean Kilbourn:

Unfinished Business: Princess Sophia

display update

New Business:
Announcements: See you 23
September 2025!

Minutes for FGS Meeting April 22

We met at Fairbanks Distilling at 5 PM to
order beverages. In attendance were Amy
Stratman, Tanya O’Brien, Aldean Kilbourn,
Elizabeth Cook, Cheryl Berrong, Kris and
Leonard Thiltgen, Janet Richardson, and
guests George Dalton, Betsy Smith and
Karen Fox.

At 6 PM, owner Patrick Levy gave us an
introduction to the “sitll or brewing” room,
and an informational forty minute talk on the
background of distillation including the
equipment and how he makes his various
products. He also talked about the
construction of the building, which at one
time housed the Fairbanks fire house, the
city council chambers and mayor’s office,
and the telephone switchboard. In his
remodeling of the front facade, he kept the
outlines of the firehouse doors. He also
kept the large side door on 4th street for
pickups and deliveries.


http://www.fairbanksgenealogicalsociety.com/membership/

Dave Speilberg by Amy Stratman
sources: Newsminer articles and obituaries using Newspapers.com,
Newspaperarchives.com, Polk Directories, FamilySearch/org, Ancestry.com, and an
article by Morten Bakkeli of Norway

Dagfinn Speilberg (born 20 April 1929) was the son of physician Thorleif
Tybring Speilberg (1894-1968) and Hedvig Lorentze née Fabricius (1899—
1991). His father was born in Tvedestrand, and his mother was born in
Namsos. His childhood home was Bakkerbakken 6, which he later bought
from his mother in 1971.

Dagfinn, like his father, was working as a whaler after he graduated from
college. He married his college sweetheart Anne-Marie "Tulla" Christensen

(born 11 Jan 1931) from Sverdstad in Sandar at the Larvik Church on 7 July
1952. Dagfinn, 5, in Larvik, Norway.

Dagfinn went to Alaska in 1952 to meet up with a Norwegian friend, Pete Nelson who
worked at the Healy River Coal Corporation in Suntrana. He stayed and started
working as a mechanic. A year later, his wife joined him.

Dave’s home in Norway

The couple had three daughters: Linda, Mette and Tina. In 1960, they became
Naturalized American citizens. In 1963, the family moved to the city of Fairbanks,
due to layoffs, and decided it was best as their girls were starting school. Dave was
employed as a maintenance man at Golden Valley Electric Association, Fairbanks
Municipal Utilities System, and then Fort Wainwright (civilian). Anne worked for the
Cooperative Extension Service, Wien Airlines, then the Fairbanks North Star
Borough. She eventually became the head of the Fairbanks Elections Office.

Their home address was 200 Kody Dr in Island Homes subdivision, pictured below
(from google maps). The home was in the family for 36 years.

Their marriage was dissolved in 1976 and Dave returned to Norway. He married for the second time on 1 Sept 1977 to
Borghild Andersen (1932-1986) from "Ekebakken", the Tenvik farm in Brunlanes. After her death, Dave returned to
Fairbanks and reunited with Anne.

Their daughters all married and had children, making them grandparents.
They were both active members of the Pioneers of Alaska and the Sons of Norway. Anne said she was always surprised
how many Norwegians there were in Fairbanks.



Signatures of Dave as Dagfinn and as
Dave on his naturalization papers.

Anne’s signature on her naturalization papers.

Documents like this Naturalization paper can
easily be found on FamilySearch.org/labs, then
select “Full Text” to search.

Dave legally changed his name when he became
naturalized in 1960.

Anne Speilberg, photo by Charles Mason, Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 1986
Dave died of cancer on 21 June 1992 in Fairbanks. He was
63 years old. He was buried at Birch Hill Cemetery in
General #3 Ext, Tier 13, Row 9. He was exhumed due to
unknown reasons (possibly of poor conditions at Birch
Hill), and placed in Northern Lights Cemetery with his ex
wife, Anne, who also died of cancer, on 23 Sept 1997.

One daughter, Mette, died in 2016 (also of cancer), and is
buried near them at Northern Lights Cemetery.
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We made a Find a Grave list of the passengers who died on the
Princess Sophia shipwreck from 25 Oct 1918 near Juneau, Alaska.
This list and biographical information will change as it is
researched, corrected, and added to.

Princess Sophia Passenger list Virtual Cemetery on Find a Grave

https:/www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/1885594

UG is buried in Scenery Hill, PA, near where
he grew up. Photo from FindaGrave.com

To begin research on a passenger on the Princess Sophia, you can start a
number of ways.

Seward Gateway 30 Oct 1918

First check the passenger list. Be open minded on the spelling of the
name.

Search for the death certificate on FamilySearch.org. Some are very faint,
and some do not exist. Check for the probate file by searching the Full
Text Al search at FamilySearch.org/labs. Many probate files were in
Alaska, some are in Canada.

Check FindaGrave.com for the location of the grave and any added
information such as birthday or family members names. Keep in mind it
may not be accurate.

Research the 1910 US Federal Census or the 1911 Census of Canada if you
think they were in Alaska or Yukon at the time.

Check YukonGenealogy.com if they were a participant in the Gold Rush.
Newspaper websites are a wonderful source. Search for every possible
spelling.

Check out books from the library. Look on their website for rare books or
books held elsewhere. Books may offer hints you may not have seen
online.

The Clay St Cemetery was host to Ms Jenn
Duncan and her 4™ grade class from Anne

Wien Elementary School. The class

learned about what a cemetery is, the
history of Clay St Cemetery, and who is

buried there. The class had a great time.
The walk was given by Janet and Amy of

the FGS. Ms Duncan donated $50 to the

FGS, for which we say THANKS!



How very sad it is to see this!
Don’t let your family photos end up for sale in an
antique store! Write their names, place and year and
any other information on the backs of photos
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Cemetery Corner
By Janet Richardson

Alma and August Bostrom

August “Gust” was born in

Balinge, Lulea, Sweden on

December 28, 1871 to Lars

Oloffson Bostrom and Anna

Stina Elg Bostrom. He

came to Dawson, YT in

1899 as a gold miner and

prospector, an occupation

he continued through out

his life. Gust came to

Fairbanks in 1904 and

mined at Cleary Creek,

Little EI Dorado and

Livengood. Up until about a

year before his death, he

mined at Rosy and Fish

Creeks with Emil

Wickstrom.

On November 20, 1915,

August married Alma Langstrom in Seattle, Washington. Alma was born on April 23, 1890 in
Rorudden, Bodens, Sweden to Carl Fredrik and Anna Maria Larsdatter Langstrom. In 1920,
Alma and Gust were living at Brooks Camp just outside Livengood where Gust was a placer
miner.

Alma had come to Fairbanks prior to the spring winter breakup in 1920 in the midst of the
Spanish Flu Epidemic. Alma caught the flu and was hospitalized at St. Joseph's Hospital in
Fairbanks. Gust was unable to come to Fairbanks due to the quarantine between Brooks
and Fairbanks, but as the flu had not made it to Brooks, he was granted premission to come
to Fairbanks. On May 6, the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner reported that Alma had greatly
improved and that she was likely to survive, however, she passed away the next day on May
7, 1920. Alma was the sister of Elin (Ellen) T. Langstrom Wickstrom, wife of Emil Wickstrom.
Alma's funeral was held on May 13 and was well attended as she was a much loved pioneer
of the interior. She was laid to rest at Clay Street Cemetery in the Pioneer Section.

Gust was a member of the Fairbanks Elks Lodge and a life member of the Pioneers of
Alaska, Igloo No. 4, Fairbanks. He passed away on September 19, 1951 at St. Joseph’s in
Fairbanks of heart disease and was buried at Birch Hill Cemetery in the Pioneer Section.
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