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The NOVEMBER 2025

 

& online via Zoom

 

NOTICE OF MEETING
TUESDAY November 25, 2025

6pm 
in person at the 

Alaska Mining Hall of Fame 
406 Cushman St, Fairbanks, Alaska 

We welcome Dr Peggy Merritt, discussing her new book & the
research conducted on “Finding Democracy Through the Lens of a

Young German Woman, 1944-1950"

(in former Carr’s Mens Clothing
Parking available in Sadler’s parking lot)

REMINDER: FGS MEMBERSHIP
DUES FOR THE 2025-2026 YEAR
ARE DUE STARTING JUNE 1, 2025.
SINGLE $25 FAMILY $30
CORPORATE - $25
Mail checks (FGS or Fairbanks
Genealogical Society) to P.O. Box
60534, Fairbanks, AK 99706 or use
PayPal at the Fairbanks Genealogical
Society’s website.
The Taproot is not sent out if dues
have not been paid by January of each
year. 

(Members will receive a Zoom invite via email on Sunday, Nov 23)

http://www.fairbanksgenealogicalsociety.com/membership/
http://www.fairbanksgenealogicalsociety.com/membership/
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100 Years Ago in Fairbanks
November 24, 1925

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner
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Cemetery Corner
by Janet Richardson

Honoring Fairbanks Veterans

Clay Street Cemetery
As a Seattle Public High School student Steve was an excellent athlete,

winning numerous awards from 1907 to 1910. He excelled in the
Running Broad Jump, Running High Jump, 440-Yard Relay, 8-Pound

Shot Put, and Baseball. He was mentioned in the Sports section of
both the Seattle Times and Post-Intelligencer newspapers. After

moving to Fairbanks, where he lived with his father from 1915 to 1940,
he played on the Fairbanks baseball team as a pitcher. They called him
"Fox Kid." At the Fourth of July picnic baseball game at Fairbanks in
1928 Steve pitched a fastball so strongly that it broke his right wrist.

The sound of the brake was heard into the bleachers. He never pitched
right-handed again.

On September 10, 1918 Steve enlisted at Fairbanks, Alaska into the
United States Army, serving as a Private in the 30th Battalion of

Guards, 14th Infantry Regiment. He was discharged on June 16, 1919,
at Fort Gibbon, Alaska.

Steve was a fisherman, trapper, and owned a silver fox fur business.
He is mentioned in the Fairbanks Alaska News-Miner Newspaper of

October 15, 1937: "Due to a shortage of dried salmon for dog feed,
Stephen J. Wenzel, who has a fish camp 40 miles down stream from
Fairbanks on the Tanana, chugged into town in his outboard motor

this morning with 14 bales of fish, each bale weighing 50 pounds. The
dried salmon is now selling here for 12.5 cents a pound."

On Christmas day 1939 he took sick with pneumonia and was taken to
the Fairbanks hospital, where he later died of bladder cancer.

Birch Hill Cemetery
Sam Maloff was born Slanbek Malieff in Dur
Dur, Kavkaz, USSR in the Northern Caucasus

on June 15, 1893.
Sam immigrated to the US on a steamship

from Vancouver, BC to Seattle, Washington on
March 20, 1915. He first arrived in Alaska in

Juneau in 1915.
Sam was a WWI Veteran, Private Co.A 14th

Infantry.
He applied for Naturalization on February 3,

1943 in Fairbanks, Alaska.

Sam married Zorro Evangeline Johansen in
Fairbanks on September 13, 1945.

Sam was a member of the Pioneers of Alaska,
Igloo No. 4 Fairbanks Roll #2273. He became

a Life Member in 1952.
Sam passed away at St. Joseph's Hospital in

Fairbanks on March 31, 1963. 



Sonja (Hadacek) Younker, 86, passed away at Fairbanks Pioneer Home on
Friday, Oct. 31, 2025. Sonja passed peacefully with her son, daughter-in-law,
and oldest granddaughter by her side.
Sonja was born on a cold January day in Clutier, Iowa. Much to everyone's
surprise, she was joined by a twin sister, Sandra, about ten minutes later.
Sonja grew up in Clutier and Shuyville, Iowa, and attended college at the
University of Iowa. During college, she and Phil Younker eloped and were
married on Christmas Day, 1960.

After graduating from college, Sonja said she was tempted by the lure of
adventure and applied to a teaching job in Alaska. In August of 1962, she
arrived in Belkofski, Alaska, for what was to be a "one-year" adventure that
stretched into 63 years. Sonja and Phil had two children together, Phil Jr. and
Laurie. After 10 years of teaching in the Aleutians, Phil and Sonja made their
way to Fairbanks, where Sonja taught at Ft Wainwright before hanging up
her teaching hat to work with Phil in the insurance business for several
years. After retirement, the lure of adventure called to Sonja once again, and
she taught in both Honduras and the Czech Republic.

In addition to adventure and travel, Sonja was passionate about her Czech
heritage and genealogy and her love for the Big Island of Hawaii.

Sonja was a tireless volunteer, dedicating her time and energy to numerous
Fairbanks organizations, including First United Methodist Church, the
American Cancer Society, M.A.D.D., Fairbanks Republican Women, Pioneers
of Alaska, P.E.O., Delta Kappa Gamma, and the Fairbanks Genealogical
Society.

Sonja was preceded in death by her parents, Vince and Emma Hadacek; and
her twin sister, Sandra Blozvich.

Sonja is survived by her children, Phil Younker Jr. (Tommie) and Laurie
Keyes (Chris); grandchildren Alicia Younker, Taylor Keyes, Ryan Keyes, Noah
Keyes, Hunter Ptacek, and Haidyn Ptacek; as well as her brother, Joseph
"Pep" Hadacek (Rita); and numerous nieces and nephews.

Sonja's family would like to thank the Fairbanks Pioneer Home staff and her
private duty nurse, Janet Howard, for all their love and support.
Donations can be made in Sonja's name to The Delta Kappa Gamma
Foundation, 3032 Riverview Drive, Fairbanks, AK 99709.

Published by Daily News-Miner on Nov. 12, 2025.
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We sadly announce the passing of Sonja Younker. She was an active member in the Fairbanks Genealogy
Society for over 40 years until her move to the Pioneer Home. She thoroughly enjoyed working on her
own ancestral story but also in helping others with theirs. We will miss her dearly.
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AGENDA November 25, 2025 
6pm: Call to Order
Discussion of the last meeting at the Archives, approval of the
Minutes from the Oct meeting in the Taproot.

Officer's reports:
President Amy Stratman: We showed up at Pioneer Home to present a
Halloween related talk, but they forgot to schedule us. Emails
received.
Vice President Janet Richardson: research
Secretary: vacant. Volunteer needed.
Treasurer Aldean Kilbourn:

Unfinished Business: continuing research on several emails we received.
New Business:
Announcements: Long time member Sonja Younker has passed away at the
Pioneer Home. She will be greatly missed. She contributed a lot to the
FGS over the decades.
Next Meeting is Jan 27, 2026. The planned program will be Amy and
other speakers, discussing the Fairbanks area passengers on the
ill-fated SS Princess Sophia. In person at the Alaska Mining Hall of
Fame and on Zoom. In the event of poor weather, whether it is colder
than -30F or very icy, the program will be only on Zoom. Program is
subject to change, and we welcome anyone who would like to present to
select a month to do so.

Research Skills or Questions to discuss: Members may discuss tips, or
genealogy they are working on.
Show and Tell: Show your item or tell your story.
Break for refreshments. Feel free to bring something to share if you desire.
Begin Program at 7pm. We welcome Dr Peggy Merritt, discussing her new
book and the research conducted on "Finding Democracy Through the Lens
of a Young German Woman, 1944-1950".

Minutes of the October 2025 meeting

Attendees met in the parking lot and entrance to the Archives at UAF.
Amy Stratman
Aldean Kilbourn
Cheryl Berrong
Rachel Larson
Leonard and Kristine Thiltgen

We walked downstairs to the Archives, led by a library worker, and then met with Fawn Carter and Tyler Walker.
The entrance to the Archives had stickers, postcards, and flyers as handouts. We were welcomed and settled into our
seats and our very quick meeting began before the tour.
Amy asked if everyone read the Taproot and minutes. Aldean made a motion to pass the minutes and Cheryl seconded the
motion. Unanimously passed. Amy asked if there was any important questions needing answers that couldn't wait. All
attendees did not have anything pressing.

Aldean presented the Treasurers report. Amy wanted to officially reiterate that this was not fair the Loussac Library did not
pay the share they agreed to on the Princess Sophia display, claiming they did not have the funds. This money was paid for
using personal funds from Aldean, since the FGS does not have that kind of money, ever. We do not know how to recoup
this money at this time, and will use extreme caution when dealing with Loussac in the future.

The tour of the Archives began. Fawn started with how to search for the records you want on their website. We asked
about errors and corrections and they were happy to receive emails to fix the descriptions. After some discussion, they led
us through the back storage rooms to look at the boxes, files, and maps of everything that is indexed online. They pull the
things that we request on the forms online, then we sit at the tables to inspect the contents. Some boxes were pulled for us
ahead of time to inspect. Sometimes, we have to wear gloves, they will tell us when it is necessary.

All of us had fun learning how to utilize the archives, and we were welcomed back anytime.



I had the privilege of visiting a cousin this past summer, 2025. He is my first cousin
once removed. He met my dad last at the time my dad was out of high school and
joined the Navy, which was a decade before I was born. His name is Benjamin Boyd
Burris and he was born in Windom, TX in 1932. He grew up with his parents in his
grandmother’s house (Grandpa was already deceased when he was born). 

I met my cousin via Ancestry. We have been emailing for a couple of years, on and
off, and this summer I made plans to visit him at his home in San Diego, CA. When I
asked if I could visit he was very excited. My 2 kids went with me. I have other
cousins in San Diego, so I had accommodations there. My other cousins are related to
me on my mother’s side and I met them years ago, also via Ancestry.com.

Ben is married, and by an unbelievable coincidence, his wife Linda White Burris lived
in Fairbanks in from about 1953-1955, as her father Harvey was a dentist at Ladd Air
Force Base.  She only had a handful of old photos, but one thing she remembered was
how cold it was in the winter.

When I first saw him, I immediately knew he was my kin. He looks very similar to
my father. His hands looked like my dad’s hands. My dad passed away almost 20
years ago, so it was a little emotional. His ears looked like my family too, it was just
so funny to compare. His first words to me were “Yep, you are one of us!”, so I must
look like the family too. 

Ben told me about my Grandma and Grandpa, and his grandparents and other
relatives he knew growing up. The family visited each other often between OK and
TX, and I do have numerous photos of all of them. He showed me a photo of the
house he was born in (pictured). It is the same house my great grandfather built in
1885 when he moved to TX and married my great grandmother. They lived there the
rest of their lives. It is still standing. It never had running water or electricity. For
those of you that have heard my speech, “My Strange Family”, this is the family line.
Ben is named after my great grandfather Ben Burris, who in turn was named after his
father, Benjamin Strange, who likely never knew he produced a child with the
Tennessee woman during the civil war. 

I told Ben about the DNA pointing to the Strange family during the civil war. He
laughed. His daughter Viki agreed that we are ok with not having Strange as our
surname.

I love meeting distant relatives and filling in stories from the past. Meeting Ben
really made the stats I already knew about come alive. He told me how his
grandmother acted and how the house was. He told me about Windom, TX, a place I
only know from filling in birth and death locations on Ancestry. And he told me
about himself, and how he came to live in CA. He was in the Marines and he said back
then, the area smelled like oranges, when the orchards filled the valley before the
concrete did. He never left. I told him about my dad and tried to absorb all the
questions and answers. How fun it was to meet! 

Approx 1960, my grandmother, Ben,
 Ben’s dad (grandmother’s brother in law)

Viki, me, Ben

Linda (Ben’s wife), me. 
A Fairbanks photo from 1954 

(the red coats are Linda and her sister)

Burris home in Windom

I met a paternal cousin! By Amy Stratman
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How exciting for the citizens of Fairbanks to get a personal greeting from the Vice President
himself, Charles Fairbanks, on Dec 22, 1906. Maybe residents saved this very page to view

over Christmas. 
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Fairbanks Daily News-Miner THIS MONTH in the past

Thanksgiving dinner from Fairbanks Restaurants in the past!

1909

1953

1953

1978

1986

1986

1979

1987

1971
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Thanksgiving and Christmas advertisement greetings from
our Fairbanks newspapers so many years ago... 

1935

1934

1911 1964
1984

1978

1977

1973

1935

1987

1919

1906

1919
1940

1941

1961
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We had a wonderful tour at the Archives this past
October meeting. Here is a How To Guide to utilize the
Archives for your next research visit.

First, go to the website https://library.uaf.edu/aprca

Select the areas you want to research. Some items may be found
online and no need to go in person.

For in person research, one of the selections would be under the
Collections heading, then select Archives (photos & manuscripts).
This link is 
https://library.uaf.edu/aprca/archives

Scroll down to the search box and select Archives Catalog.
Note that after you find what you want to see in the Archives, go
back to this page to request an appointment to view your
selections in person.

In the search box, type what you are searching for. Use different
words, authors, descriptions, to narrow down what you want. 

For this example, let’s type in Postcards. Postcards of various
types, photographers, and locations will be displayed. Narrow
down what you want on the sidebar. Let’s select 1930's Northern
Postcards collection. 

Now, we can find what is in the collection, and what we might see
in the box. Scroll down to the bottom of the page to see the PDF
file about the contents. There is a more to read on the PDF than
there is on the webpage. On that PDF we find a description of all or
most of the box’s content that may or may not come up with a
general search on the Archives website. You can also see when the
collection was created and cataloged.  *Please note that not all files
have a PDF attached online, so it is a guess what exactly is in the
box. 

If this is the file or box you want to see, you can request to view
this in person. You can go to the previous screen to request all the
files you want at once, or you can select each file individually by
clicking on “Contact Us About Materials” (see example circled).

There is a parking fee at UAF. Take a photo of your license plate so
you can type it into the parking meter to pay. You may be inside
the building for well over an hour at the very minimum. 

PDF may show the contents of the box or files.
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